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Refuge, had its premiere screening Friday evening, June 19, to an entranced
crowd of benefactors, bird lovers and refuge supporters gathered in the Jamg
Hansen Wildlife Education Center.

Filmed by awarewvinning producer and cinematographer Jeff Hogan, th
film showcases the abundance, beauty and fragility of what is often called the

US Fish & Wil

original music, with narration by talented actor Peter Coyote.
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As viewers left the auditorium,
their oneword responses told the
story: stunning, breathtaking, amazing,
fantastic, wonderful, brilliant, enlight-
ening, neat- all pronounced in tones
that begged for exclamation points!

Most of those superlatives
were aimed at the photographic won-
ders performed by Hogan, but also ap-
preciation of the often poetic script
and a musical score that not only
soared with bird flight but reflected
seasons and quiet moments on the wa-

ter, as well.
Viewers were entranced by the
i mating dance of western and Cl ar kos

grebes set to romantic music, the quiet_
blink of the eye of a nesting avocet aClnematographer Jeff Hogan and Al Trout , producer, share

theri fh beaks i amoment during the reception preceding the film premiere.
gathering ol huge beaks In a convoca- All reception photos credited to Megan Stewart

tion of pelicans, bald eagles devouring

In order to chronicle a year of changing seasons, Hogan spent countless hours in the marshes
waiting for the right moments, the perfect light, the changing weather and a host of other factors. Aprials
were shot from planes and a hot air balloon. Eighteen hours of film were edited to just urdf one
hour, a task akin to having to give up some Jof

The film title comes from an 1843 journal entry by explorer John C. Fremont describing Bea

Ri ver Bay fAani nat e
tudes of waterfowl...rising for
the space of a mile...with noise
|l i ke distant thund

In addition to breathtak-
ing vistas and closeps of birds,
the film relates the story of the
loss of much of that prpioneer
habitat and includes historic pho-
tos of restorating the wetland
environment after establishment
of Bear River Migratory Bird
Refuge in 1928.

Produced by Friends of
the Refuge, MndAWilngs
culminated three years of effort
spearheaded by the volunteer

Lloyd Gunther, former Refuge Manager, chats with Friends of the efforts of Al Trout, retired
Refuge President Jon Bunderson at the reception. Continued on Page Three




